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Tesseract Junior is a finalist for the Christopher Reeve Award for Outstanding Community Service
Washington, D.C. - The Heart of America Foundation® is proud to announce Matthew Kaplan, a junior at Tesseract School, in Phoenix, Arizona, is one of four finalists for the 2013-2014 The Christopher Reeve Award. The Christopher Reeve Award is presented each year by The Heart of America Foundation to an extraordinary high school student who has demonstrated tremendous compassion and caring in serving his or her community.  

“Merriam-Webster is pleased to partner with The Heart of America to sponsor their annual Christopher Reeve Award,” says President and Publisher John M. Morse. “Merriam-Webster has a long-standing commitment to students of all ages and we are pleased to recognize the exceptional service of students within their communities with an award supporting education.”

Matthew Kaplan has made a lifelong commitment to reduce bullying and create a positive, accepting school environment.  Matthew’s initial commitment began when his younger brother became a victim of bullying at the age of ten. Matthew, who was just thirteen at the time, decided to work with his teachers, peers, and experts in the field to bring about change. In 2010, Matthew created the “Be Open to New Experiences” (Be O.N.E.) Project.  While most efforts to address bullying focus on high school, the Be O.N.E. Project recognizes that, by high school, bullying behavior is ingrained.  The time to intervene comes earlier (at middle school) before the bullying behavior becomes habit. The cornerstone philosophy of the Be O.N.E. Project is that peer pressure can be captured and reversed, so that students challenge each other to include rather than to exclude, and to support rather than discourage each other.  

With this in mind, Matthew developed programming and activities that are executed during workshop style seminars at middle schools.  The activities aim to build bridges, open lines of communication, and instill a sense of trust and community. He launched his program within his own school, Arizona School for the Arts (ASA), petitioning the school board and gathering the support of more than 80 school administrators. He recruited the services of an attorney and an accountant to help formalize the organizational structure, write a business plan, and file for 501(c)(3) status. He obtained in-kind services from a graphic designer who helped to develop a logo, website, and collateral marketing materials. Matthew continues to work with business professionals in the area to develop online and social media plans as well as a PSA about middle school bullying. In four years, more than 700 students have gone through the Be O.N.E. program. 

Matthew is actively meeting with state education officials and school district officials to expand his program throughout Arizona.  He intends to continue developing Be O.N.E. into a statewide and potentially national model.  Matthew plans to study business and non-profit leadership and management when he attends college.  His goal is to continue to make positive contributions to our country’s middle school educational system and to help improve the quality of life of young people. 

To learn more about Matthew and his service activities, please visit 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.thebeoneproject.com" \h www.thebeoneproject.com
About The Heart of America Foundation®
The Heart of America Foundation®, a national nonprofit headquartered in Washington, D.C., uniquely promotes volunteer service and literacy.  The organization inspires acts of service and a love of reading by building community and providing children in need with the tools to read, succeed and make a difference.  Committed to education and volunteerism, The Heart of America Foundation® engages volunteers through putting books into the hands of children who need them the most.  Through the Books From The Heart® and READesign® programs, The Heart of America Foundation® revitalizes school libraries and reading spaces in under-resourced communities into vital and vibrant centers of learning that become the heart of a school Since 1997, The Heart of America Foundation® has provided over one million children living in poverty with over 3.5 million library and take-home books. And, the organization has engaged volunteers in more than 1,075,000 hours of service to communities nationwide. For more information, log onto www.heartofamerica.org.

About Merriam-Webster, Inc

For more than 150 years, in print and now online, Merriam-Webster has been America's leading and most-trusted provider of language information.  Each month, our Web sites offer guidance to more than 40 million visitors. In print, our publications include Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary (among the best-selling books in American history) and newly published dictionaries for English-language learners.  All Merriam-Webster products and services are backed by the largest team of professional dictionary editors and writers in America, and one of the largest in the world.
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